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Text:  
Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: 2: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God. 3: And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that 
tribulation worketh patience; 4: And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5: And hope 
maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 
which is given unto us. 6: For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7: For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some 
would even dare to die. 8: But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. 9: Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through him. 10: For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 11: And not 
only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received 
the atonement. 

Introduction 
Over the past few weeks, we have been considering the doctrine of justification by faith. The 
word “justify” is used 16 times in the book of Romans. The central theme of the book of 
Romans is how a sinful man who is all wrong can be made right with God. The heartbeat of this 
book is how the righteousness of God can be ours. Here in chapter 5, the apostle begins it with 
this statement, “Therefore being justified by faith.” After explaining the doctrine of justification 
by faith, the apostle Paul now proceeds with the assumption that his readers have been justified. 
He assumes that his readers have been justified because of their faith in Christ’s blood and 
righteousness. This is how Abraham was justified. This is how David was justified. This is how 
every Old Testament believer was justified. And this is how every New Testament believer is 
justified!

Now, having been justified by faith, Paul informs his readers of the blessings of being justified. 
This morning, we are going to see three results of our justification. There are many blessings of 
our justification, but we will only talk about three of them since the apostle Paul gives us only 
three in our texts. The three results of justification in our texts are Peace with God, Access to 
God, and Hope of Glory. I pray that considering these blessings will give us a greater love and 
appreciation to God for our justification and will help us in our walk with Him.

I - Peace with God 
The first blessing of our justification is peace with God.  



Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ:
Note that it is peace with God, not peace of God. Paul is not talking about some inner peace that 
brings quietness and calmness into one’s life. Although, it is true that peace of God comes 
from being justified since our sins and guilt have been removed but Paul is not referring to that 
kind of peace. He was talking about the peace with God which speaks of the fact that we are no 
longer enemies of God but instead objects of God’s mercy and grace. Peace with God speaks 
of being reconciled with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

A man dying in the hospital was visited by his minister and asked him, “Have you made your 
peace with God?” The man responded, “I didn’t know God and I had ever been enemies.” Many 
people in the world today feel exactly this way. They don’t think that they ever have conflict with 
God. But the Bible is clear, that without Christ we are not at peace with God at all. In Romans 
5:10, Paul reminds his readers, “For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.” The mere fact 
that God has reconciled us to Himself means that there has been a conflict between God and the 
sinner. Apart from Christ, we are not friends of God. We are enemies with God. We are hostile to 
God. Romans 8:7 says, “Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can be.” We were at war with God, but now we are at peace with 
God! Before justification we were enemies of God, and it is only Christ who can reconcile us 
to God. What a wonderful thing it is to be reconciled! What a wonderful thing it is to be made 
right with God! What a wonderful thing it is to know that I have peace with God and that God 
looks upon me with grace and mercy through His Son Jesus Christ.

I understand that many people do not want to be told that without Christ, they are enemies of 
God. The problem is they do not understand that their sins have created a great 
separation between the Creator and created. Those sins serve as a barrier, like a wall, signifying 
war. Please turn to ...
Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins 
have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. 

But thank God in His love reaches out to us in our sins and call us to be reconciled to Him 
through His Son Jesus Christ. 
Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: 
When a person accepts Christ, the conflict with God is over. The war is over! Then He forgives 
all your sins. 
Acts 13:38 Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins: 39: And by him all that believe are justified from all things, 
from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.
He forgives all our sins: past, present, and future sins. Then He declares us righteous, that is, He 
declares us as one who has completely satisfied the demands of the law. God looks at the sinner 
as if he had never sinned, as if the sinner has kept the whole law perfectly. 



One of the blessings of justification is that we have peace with God. Do you know that peace? It 
only comes “through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Look again at our text ... 
Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ:

II - Access to God 
The second blessing of our justification is access to God. 
Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: 2: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God.
Not only do we have peace with God, we also have access into God and His grace. When we 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, we are justified, and the result of that justification is that we 
have peace with God and that peace with God gives us access to God. This means that being 
justified we have an entrance into the presence of God. We can now “come boldly unto the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 
4:16).

Before we are saved, we don’t have access to God because were His enemies. An ancient 
problem is this, “How can a sinner enter into the presence of God? How can a sinner stand in 
the presence of a holy God?” The psalmist also wrestled with this question—“If thou, LORD, 
shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?” (Ps 130:3). If the Lord should keep record 
of our sins and He does, who could stand? The answer is obvious, no one! How can a sinner 
stand before God? The only possible way we can stand before God is by His grace. The Swiss 
reformer Robert Haldane said, “And it is by Him (Jesus Christ) they enter into the state of grace, 
so by Him they stand in it, accepted before God; secured, according to His everlasting covenant, 
that they shall not be cast down.” 

Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: 2: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.
Note the word “also”: not only has Christ turned away God’s anger from us, but additionally He 
has secured the God’s grace toward us. As someone has said, “God has not only ceased to be 
offended at us, but is well-pleased with us; not only will He never afflict punishment upon us, but 
He will never cease to shower His blessings upon us. The throne to which we have free access is 
not one of judgment, but of pure and unchanging grace.”

Having been justified by faith, we now have direct access to God. Into this grace in which we 
now stand. How did this happen? Look at our text again ... 
Romans 5:2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand…
It is through our Jesus Christ that we now have direct access to God and into this grace we now 
stand. Look at Ephesians 3:12, “In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the 
faith of him.” It is through faith in Christ that we may approach God with freedom and 



confidence. It is Jesus Christ who has brought us into this place of underserved privilege where 
we now stand.

This is the second blessing of our justification—we have direct access to God and His grace. If 
you have been justified freely by His grace, by His blood, through faith in Christ, you don’t need 
to offer animal sacrifices; you don’t need a system; you don’t need a Temple; you don’t need 
human priest, you have direct access to God through His Son Jesus Christ.

III - Hope of Glory 
The third blessing of our justification is hope of glory. 
Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: 2: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.
Not only do we have peace with God and access to God, we also have hope of glory. “Hope of 
the glory of God” takes care of the future: one day we shall share in His glory!  

In the next three verses, the apostle Paul speaks about suffering. 
Romans 5:3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh 
patience; 4: And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5: And hope maketh not ashamed; 
because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 
Justification doesn’t mean we will be shielded from suffering. No, justification does not 
guarantee escape from trials of life. Our Lord Jesus Christ even warned the disciples whom He 
has chosen and loved in ... 
John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye 
shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 
Being saved and a disciple of Christ does not mean exempt from tribulations. But the apostle 
Paul reminds us in one of his letters that tribulation works for us. Please turn to ... 
2 Corinthians 4:14 Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by 
Jesus, and shall present us with you. 15: For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace 
might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. 16: For which cause we 
faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. 17: For 
our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory; 18: While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are 
eternal. 

Many times, we see affliction as inconvenience and interruption in our life. But God uses 
affliction not to make us bitter but to make us better. God is preparing us for glory, and He 
uses affliction to accomplish that. “The winter prepares the earth for the spring, so do 
afflictions sanctify, prepare the soul for glory.” We can rejoice in our sufferings, because we 
know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. We are 
guaranteed the hope of glory. We are guaranteed that our present suffering counts! Trials of 
life “worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory!” One day we shall share in 



His glory! We can rejoice and boast about what God has done for us. And we will say with 
the Psalmist, “Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, 
and for thy truth's sake.” (Psalm 115:1).

We need to remember that afflictions are intended by God to conform us into the image of His 
Son. And anything that makes us more like the Lord Jesus Christ, works for us and it is for 
our good. We can rejoice in the fact that, one of the benefits of having been justified is the hope 
that one day we shall be like Him. Rejoice and again I say rejoice for our reconciliation has 
been accomplished, God is now molding and shaping us through tribulations and our 
glorification that is yet to come is guaranteed.

Closing Thoughts 
This concludes our study on justification by faith. As we close this study let me ask you again—
have you been justified? Do you have peace with God? Have you been reconciled to God 
through His Son Jesus Christ? Do you know Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour? 

Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing pow’r? 
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 

Are you fully trusting in His grace this hour? 
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 

Are you washed in the blood, 
In the soul-cleansing blood of the Lamb? 

Are your garments spotless? Are they white as snow? 
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 

Are you at peace with God or are you still at war with Him? Understand that there are only two 
kinds of people in the world today—those are at war with God and those who at peace with 
God. You are either for God or you are against God. You are either for Christ or you are against 
Him. You either have peace with God or you are at war with God. There is no neutral ground. 
This morning, I invite to come to Christ and accept His terms of peace. His terms of peace is that 
you would humble yourself and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, be 
reconciled to God.

“The wealth of God replaces the wrath of God! All because of Jesus! No more fighting against 
God – a war you can never win! The only way to win is to lose. Lose your pride, lose your 
resistance to God, lose your life without God! Join His team! Those who put their faith in God 
and receive what Jesus did for them on the cross find peace with God!” 

Let me speak to those who have been made right with God through faith in the blood and 
righteousness of Jesus Christ. What a wonderful thing it is to be reconciled to God; to be made 
right with God and to know that I have peace with God, have access to God, and have the hope 
of the glory of God. 



This truth that we have been made right before God should produce at least three attitudes in us: 
1. Humility 
Knowing that we have been made right before God through the blood of Jesus Christ freely by 
His grace, there should be an attitude of humility. There should be no place for boasting. 
There’s nothing in us and nothing we did that we have been made right with God. It’s all of 
grace! Grace, grace, grace! Nothing but grace! Justification should produce humility in us.

2. Gratitude 
Knowing that we have been made right before God through the blood of Jesus Christ freely by 
His grace, not only there should be an attitude of humility but also an attitude of gratitude. Let 
us be thankful that we have peace with God; that we have been made right with God. Regardless 
of what difficulties or trials we are going through in our life today, we must keep a heart of 
gratitude knowing these difficulties and trials are only temporal and “that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”

3. Confidence 
Knowing that we have been made right before God through the blood of Jesus Christ freely by 
His grace, not only there should be an attitude of humility and an attitude of gratitude but also an 
attitude of confidence. Those who hope for the glory of God can live in confidence knowing 
that the future glory is guaranteed. Biblical hope is not wishful thinking. Biblical hope is 
confidence.  No matter what happens, as justified believers we know and sure of our final 
destination and outcome—the glory of God.

William Newell wrote, “Oh, Christians, a day is coming when we will experience the glory of 
God to the fullest measure possible. Scripture speaks of three different ways we will experience 
the glory of God: We will see God in all His glory, we will be transformed to reflect His glory, 
and we will live in a world filled with God’s glory.”

Let’s read at our texts once more ... 
Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: 2: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God. 

AMEN! 


